Vasopressinergic innervation of the pig pineal gland.
An immunohistochemical study of the pineal gland of the domestic pig was carried out using the antisera raised against vasopressin (VP). The pineal glands were taken from the newborn, 21-day- and 7-month old female pigs. The pig pineal gland is moderately innervated by VP-immunoreactive nerve fibers. They run from the habenular commissure into the connective tissue septa and further into the pineal parenchyma. In the subependymal tissue as well as in the connective tissue septa, the fibers are smooth or with small varicosities and in the parenchyma with large ones. The obtained results point to extrapineal and extraepithalamic source of the fibers. The density of VP-immunoreactive fibers in the pineal gland of 7-month old pigs is higher than in the younger animals.